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CONSULTATIVE GROUP ON BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY 
ANNUAL REPORT 


January 1, 2007 —December 31, 2007 


The Consultative Group on Biological Diversity (CGBD) entered its twentieth year of operation 
in 2007. A manageably sized, highly involved membership of 55 foundations enabled the CGBD 
to move quickly to respond to funder interests. CGBD working groups and related activities 
continued to foster collaborative relationships among funders to conserve and restore 
biodiversity. 


Board of Directors 

Completing six years of service to CGBD governance, Melissa Dann, Wallace Global Fund, and 
Leslie Harroun, Oak Foundation, rotated off the Board of Directors. Elected in May 2007 with 
ballots received from foundation representatives, were new board members Nicole Chevalier, 
Tremaine Foundation, and Sandra Smithey, C.S. Mott Foundation. Subsequently, Michael 
Wright, MacArthur Foundation, resigned from the CGBD Board and was replaced by Barry 
Gold, Moore Foundation, in November. 


CGBD Annual Meeting 

Throughout the first five months of 2007, a member committee worked to develop the agenda for 
“Having the Hard Conversations: Resolving Dilemmas,” the 2007 CGBD Annual Meeting held 
in Wintergreen, Virginia. This gathering was the best-attended Annual Meeting of all members 
since CGBD’s creation. Sessions were organized on coal, adaptation to climate change, concerns 
over markets in freshwater, rights and responsibilities from international and domestic 
perspectives, ethical issues in grantmaking and lessons for conservationists. Speakers included: 
Severn Cullis-Suzuki, Vancouver; Ashish Kothari, head of Kalpavriksh, based in Pune, India; 
Lalanath De Silva, WRI; Orville Huntington, Huisla Tribal Council; and Rita Harris, 
Environmental Justice Organizer, for the Sierra Club, among others. 85 members attended. 


Marine Working Group 
The Working Group hosted a series of conference calls during 2007, focusing on a wide range of 
marine conservation topics. The following topics were addressed in conference calls during the 


past year: 


e Federal and state offshore aquaculture legislation 


e Magnuson-Stevens Act reauthorization and implementation 

Other federal legislation, including National Oceanic & Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA) Fiscal Year 2007 appropriations, NOAA Organic Act, Marine Mammal Protection 
Act amendments, offshore oil and gas drilling, and coral legislation 

Engaging recreational fishers in marine conservation 

Developments at the International Whaling Commission 

CITES listing setback for corals 

The new fast track push on offshore aquaculture because of the contaminated seafood 

The WCS/Biodiversity Research Institute partnership to test the reef fish and whale sharks 
for mercury 


With the support of the Ocean Foundation, the Working Group again conducted its annual 
survey of marine conservation funding. The purpose of this brief survey was to collect 
information on current and future funding by members of the CGBD Marine Working Group. 
The information gathered serves as the basis for strategic discussions at the Working Group’s 
annual meeting and is a resource for funders to use in identifying potential funders with whom to 
collaborate. 


Annual Meeting 

The Marines host an annual funders meeting, typically in the late winter or early spring. This 
year’s meeting was convened on March 26-29, 2007, in Portland, Oregon. The theme of the 
meeting was “Continuing the Celebration of Creation — Maintaining the Momentum in 
Implementation and Enforcement.” More than 70 funders attended. Topics on the agenda 
included: 


findings of 2007 Marine Working Group survey; 

climate change and oceans grantmaking; 

implementation of the Magnuson-Stevens Act and related legislation; 
dedicated access privileges; 

place-based challenges to implementation and enforcement; 

implementing coastal/nearshore waters protection in the northwest US and British Columbia 
sustainable marine aquaculture - fulfilling the promise, managing the risks; 
gold standard framework for aquaculture certification; 

offshore aquaculture, anticipating regulatory and enforcement issues; 
challenges for arctic fisheries and the communities that depend on them; and 
funding implementation and enforcement. 


Gulf of California Funders 

A former sub-group of the Marine Working Group, in January 2007, acquired full-time staffing 
support through the hiring of Marina Cazorla. Support for this position came from the Packard, 
Marisla, and Sandler Family Foundations. 


Among other activities, in May, 2007 the group hosted a briefing in Los Altos Hills, California, 
to acquaint funders on the threats to biodiversity and coastal communities from development 
pressures in Baja California del Sur. 


Conservation Science Funders 

Key members of the Conservation Science Funders group worked closely with Foundations of 
Success to design and administer a survey of conservation science grantmaking among CGBD 
members. That survey was completed just before the 2006 Annual Meeting and the results were 
presented. The survey results also formed the basis for a subsequent symposium presented by 
several CGBD members at the 2006 Society for Conservation Biology’s annual meeting in San 
Jose, California. 


Building upon the survey results, in early 2007 the steering committee of the Conservation 
Science Funders completed work on the strategic framework to guide the group in the coming 
year and beyond. In early April, the framework was sent to all members of the Conservation 
Science Funders and a request was made for nominations for additional funders to join the 
group. As with all CGBD Working Groups, non-CGBD members are welcome to participate. 


Several members are investigating the possibility of hosting a workshop in 2008, tentatively 
entitled Environmental Tools for the 21st Century. The workshop would focus on discussion 
and reviewing the latest technological tools for decision-making, data-sharing, and general 
advancement of conservation science. 


Land & Freshwater Conservation Working Group 
The Working Group hosted several conference calls during the past year, focusing on a variety 
of terrestrial conservation issues. Topics addressed on conference calls included: 


US Forest Service Roadless Area Conservation Rule 
National Environmental Policy Act 

Arctic National Wildlife Refuge 

Conservation Thresholds Program 

State wildlife action plans 


In May, the Working Group launched the first of what it hopes will be a regular series of 
conference calls on freshwater biodiversity conservation topics. The first call focused on the 
connection between conserving biological diversity and meeting basic human needs for safe 
drinking water and adequate sanitation. The second in the call, Features of the Ideal Water Law: 
A Conversation with Sandra Postel, was convened in late July. The third call explored the 
relatively untapped potential of conservation and efficiency, looking at the options for 
decoupling water use and population growth curves, as well as the example of successful 
demand-side management efforts that save energy as well as water. 


Funder Briefings 

In late October of 2006, the Working Group hosted a briefing on U.S. water policy and 
management issues in Berkeley. The meeting investigated how funders can equitably and 
sustainably plan to allocate water among its various uses and users while ensuring adequate 
supplies and flows to maintain biological health and biodiversity. The funder discussions during 
the meeting and subsequent to the meeting led directly to the establishment of the freshwater 
biodiversity conservation conference calls mentioned above. 


On February 22-23, 2007, the Working Group hosted a funder briefing on public land policy and 
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management. The briefing directly followed the Environmental Grantmakers’ Association 
federal policy briefing. Topics addressed at the briefing included: 


The view from Capitol Hill 

Prospects in the Administration 

New political realities/strategies for future work 

Key threats that conservation cornerstones will face in the next two years 
What can public lands advocates expect to gain in the next two years 


Climate and Energy Funders Working Group 

The first half of 2007 was a tremendous success — highlights include, the largest Climate and 
Energy Funders Group Annual Meeting, collaboration among California funders to move climate 
policy in California, and the emergence of community foundations in climate funding. 


In early May, the Climate and Energy Funders Group held its Annual Meeting in San Francisco, 
drawing 77 funders from across the United States. The meeting focused on a number of 
emerging state initiatives, with a special focus on California, federal policy, private sector 
investment in green technology, and how to address emissions from the transport sector. Also, 
seven representatives from community foundations attended. 


Foundations new to climate change entered, including Doris Duke ($20 million per year over 
five years), WestWind, Mental Insight Foundation, the Cynthia and George Mitchell Foundation, 
and Meadows. 


The Funders Group as a whole has helped promote collaborative grantmaking — the Tremaine 
Foundation took the lead in the Southeast, Paige Brown, CEFG Program Manager, worked with 
the Energy Foundation around coal, and also worked with MacArthur, Christensen, and Packard, 
in particular to raise the issue of adaptation to climate change which culminated in a lively and 
interactive session on adaptation at the CGBD Annual Meeting in June, 2007. Coal was also 
featured with the discussion centering on the concer that “advanced coal” technologies could 
keep the door open to mountain top mining removal. 


Following two briefings in California on climate policy (January and February, 2007), Paige 
formed a foundation working collaborative in California around the Global Warming Solutions 
Act. The Funders Group convened a number of calls discussing needed support for the 
environmental justice community, especially those groups that form the Environmental Justice 
Advisory Committee. Paige has taken the lead in outreach and education to primarily 
California-based grantmakers around the needed support for the environmental justice 
community to participate in the implementation phase of the Global Warming Solutions Act. 
This outreach and education has primarily been focused upon foundations that do not currently 
fund environmental justice groups. The California listserv has 29 different foundations from 
environmental grantmaking, many are new to climate funding. 


The Climate and Energy Funders Group hosted a call on the science and communication around 
the release of the first chapter of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change Report (IPCC) 
on February 2. The IPCC reports are tremendously important, as they are consensus documents 
written by scientists representing 130 countries. The IPCC reports take around six years to 
complete. The Funders Group also hosted a series of calls on outreach to presidential candidates 
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on climate change in three key primary states — Iowa, New Hampshire, and South Carolina. 
Also, the Group hosted a call on two regional agreements — the Western Climate Initiative and 
the Midwest Governors Agreement, both groundbreaking regional initiatives involving multi 
state efforts to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. 


The Climate and Energy Funders Group partnered with the German Marshall Fund to lead a 
European study tour on global warming, October 20-27, to investigate the policy successes and 
challenges in Europe in addressing climate change. Funders from the U.S. met with high-level 
government officials and European funder counterparts to learn of domestic policy lessons as 
well next steps to an international agreement. 


On the home front, the Funders Group also helped plan and convene a well-attended 
Southeastern Funders briefing November 12-13 in Charlottesville, Virginia. The briefing 
offered an overview of the state of climate policy in the Southeast at the regional, state, and local 
level and discussed strategies for moving the climate issue in the region. 

Health and Environmental Funders Network (HEFN) 


HEFN is an integral element of CGBD’s program. As with the staff of its other Working Groups, 
the CGBD Executive Director has administrative oversight of HEFN; and HEFN staff members 
are employees of the CGBD. HEFN developed from a CGBD working group on biological 
diversity and environmental health, whose members wanted to build relationships with 
colleagues in human health and other arenas. 


During the grant period HEFN has: 
Maintained core offerings including the conference call series and regular e-news updates. 


Worked with the HEF N Working Group on Environmental Health and Environmental Justice 
(EHEJ), supporting collaboration among a number of HEFN partners with core interests in 
environmental justice and health. 


Built and maintained the Working Group on Women and Environmental Health that supports 
information sharing and collaboration among funders with interests in environmental health 
issues of keen interest to women (e.g., breast cancer, endometriosis, toxics in breast milk, 
infertility) and the roles of women in the environmental health movement (nurses, activists, or 
political donors). 


HEFN-California: A small group of California based funders met with HEFN staff in October 
2006 and the Spring of 2007 to discuss their interests, objectives and strategies, leading to 
possible funding of CGBD staff support for their work. 


Developed and sustained relationships with key NGO collaboratives and networks -- including 


Coming Clean, BE SAFE, SAFER, Healthcare Without Harm, CACHEM, and others. 


Communication Outreach 
A monthly email bulletin keeps members current on organizational and funder activities. 


The quarterly newsletter, Biodiversity, reaches approximately 500 NGO representatives, funders 
and policymakers through on-line publication. 


CGBD’s website www.cgbd.org provides opportunities for visitors and members to learn of 
collaborative opportunities, CGBD activities, and job opportunities. 


Executive Director Transition 


In July, Lynn Lohr, CGBD Executive Director since 1999, resigned to accept another position. For 
the last half of the year, William Hull served as acting executive director. At year’s end, Michael 
Fischer was chosen by the Board of Directors to assume the position. Michael’s past experience 
includes six years as environmental program director and senior fellow at the William and Flora 
Hewlett Foundation, in addition to posts as executive director of the national Sierra Club, 
California Coastal Commission, and the Coastal Conservancy. 


Staffing and Budget 


During 2007, CGBD had eight staff members: six in its San Francisco office, located in the 
Presidio, and two in its Bethesda, Maryland office. Eighty-four percent of the fiscal year budget of 
$1,133,000 was devoted to program expenses; the remaining 16 percent was devoted to 
management, administration, and fundraising. 


